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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's Remarks 

1. Applicant amended the specification to overcome the rejection of claims 13-19 under 35 
U.S.C. 101. The objection to the drawings is moot, due to the amending of the specification and 
Fig. 3. Rejection of claims 1-19 under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph is moot. Claims 1, 6, 7, 
12, 13, and 17-19 have been amended. Claims 1-19 are currently pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1, 7, 13, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Godefroid et al (US Patent 6697840 Bl), hereinafter "Godefroid". 

As to independent claims 1, 7, 13, and 19, Godefroid discloses providing a user status 
message in an instant messaging system (Presence Awareness (PA) system), comprising: 

obtaining a user status message associated with an owner user (column 4 lines 43-44); 
sensing a user request to edit said user status message (column 4 lines 45-47, 
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column 5 lines 1-2 -> Godefroid the presence information can be updated which will edit the 
presence information to reflect the current state of the users, e.g. logged in or logged out); 

providing a user interface for editing said user status message, wherein said editing 
includes adding a new entry to said user status message (Fig. 3, column 8 lines 40-41, column 5 
lines 1-10 — > Godefroid teaches wherein the user can manually change his/her presence 
information and Godefroid teaches that a screen saver reports the screens activity. When a user 
has been inactive for a period of time a new status message of screen saver on will be 
displayed/added); 

inputting, through said user interface for adding said new entry to said user status 
message, information to include within said new entry (column 5 lines 15-18); and 

adding said new entry to said user status message, wherein said adding said new entry 
includes inserting a time at which said new entry was added into said user status message 
(column 5 lines 20-24). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U S C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2, 3, 8, 9, 12, 14, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Godefroid in view of Pyra Labs (Blogger.com, website updated 



12/02/2000), hereinafter "Blogger". 
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As to dependent claims 2, 8 and 14, Godefroid teaches adding a new entry. However 
Godefroid does not teach inserting a date at which said new entry was added into said user status 
message. Blogger teaches inserting a date when a new entry to a collaboration system has been 
added (Reference to the sample blogs provided on pages 4-7). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have combined blogging with the user status message of Godefroid to determine when the most 
recent usage of the user status message was edited. 

As to dependent claims 3, 9, andlS, Godefroid teaches adding a new entry. However 
Godefroid does not teach inserting an identifier of a user associated with said request to edit said 
user status message. Blogger teaches inserting an identifier of a user associated with said request 
of a new entry (Reference to the sample blogs provided on pages 4-7). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have combined blogging with the user status message of Godefroid to give credit to the user who 
edited or added the new entry. 

As for dependent claim 12, Godefroid teaches means for presenting an 
interface to said owner user associated with said user status message, wherein said 
interface enables said owner user to indicate at least one other user that is 
allowed to add an entry to said user status message and means for preventing users 
other than said at least one other user and said owner user associated with 
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said user status message from adding an entry to said user status message (column 3 lines 
2-6, 35-57). 

6. Claims 4-6, 10, 11, 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Godefroid as modified by Blogger as applied to claims 2, 3, 8, 9, 12, 14, and 15 above, 
and further in view of Byford (IBM Technical Disclosure, "Creation of Web Pages for the 
Internet", August 1997), hereinafter "Byford". 

As to dependent claims 4, 10, and 16, Godefroid as modified by Blogger teaches user 
status message in an instant messaging system. However Godefroid as modified by Blogger 
does not teach detecting a character string having a predetermined format within said new entry 
and forming a link to a web page through said character having said predetermined format. 
Byford teaches detecting a character string having a predetermined format within said new entry 
and forming a link to a web page through said character having said predetermined format (3 rd 
paragraph -> Byford teaches using words or text to act as a hyperlink) 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have combined the messaging system of Godefroid as modified by Blogger with the linking of 
Byford to allow web pages to be designed and put together without the need of knowledge on the 
part of the creator of Web page markup language and without the immediate need of a computer 
or other equipment. 
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As to dependent claim 5, 11, and 17, Blogger teaches creating a new web page on a 
predetermined server system responsive to said detecting said character string having a 
predetermined format within said new entry, wherein said link to said web page comprises a link 
to said new web page, and wherein said new web page is an user editable web page (page 1 and 
2 -> Blogger teaches using a link such as an existing blog to create a new blog that is editable by 
the user). 

As to dependent claims 6 and 18, Godefroid teaches presenting an interface to said 
owner user associated with said user status message, wherein said interface enables said owner 
user to indicate at least one other user that is allowed to add an entry to said user status message 
and preventing users other than said at least one other user and said owner user associated with 
said user status message from adding an entry to said user status message (column 3 lines 2-6, 
35-57). 

Response to Arguments 
7. Applicant's arguments filed 05/09/2007 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In regards to independent claims 1,7, 13, and 19, the Applicant asserts that Godefroid 
does not teach a user interface for editing a user status message, or for a user editing of the user 
status message that adds a new entry to the user status message. 

The Examiner disagrees. While Godefroid's invention does allow the operating system 
to automatically update the user's presence information, Godefroid points out numerous times 
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within his invention that the users presence information can be updated/edited/changed manually 
by the user through a user interface (Fig. 3 reference character 302, column 4 lines 64-67, 
column 8 lines 40-41). Therefore if the user wishes to update his/her presence information, they 
are adding a new status, which can be one of login, logout, screensaver(on), and 
screensaver(off). 

In regards to depending claims 2-6, 8-12, and 14-18, they are supported by the primary 
teachings of Godefroid in that a user interface for editing a user status message, or for a user 
editing of the user status message that adds a new entry to the user status message as discussed 
above. 

Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL, Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1. 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 



Application/Control Number: 10/763,014 



Page 8 



Art Unit: 2176 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrea N. Long whose telephone number is 571-270-1055. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Thurs 6:00 am to 3:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Doug Hutton can be reached on 571-272-4137. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Andrea Long 
07/10/2007 




WILLIAM BASHOR6 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



